Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2008
Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Charles Swan

	Mr Alan Duce
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Peter Medhurst
	Mr Nick Larkin

	Mr George Saunders
	


In Attendance:
Simon Hooton – Director of Conservation and Countryside Management
Nick Sanderson – Head Countryside Ranger 

Adrian Clarke – Broads Projects Co-ordinator

Also in Attendance:
Mr David Falk – Suffolk County Council
45
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Mr Chris Yardley, Mr Robin Buxton, Mrs Hattie Llewelyn-Davies, Mr Tony Howes and Sarah Jenkinson.
46
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 June 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to two minor amendments with respect to the attendance, to include apologies from Alan Duce, and the deletion of the sentence at Minute 40 paragraph 5:
 ‘The Forum requested that the prompt registration of this path be undertaken by the Broads Authority’

To be replaced with the sentence:
‘An emergency planning application for a section of the riverbank between Horsefen Bank and Horsefen Mill (compartment 6) has been applied for because it has breached.  As this is not a registered public right of way the Forum requested that it should be registered promptly as a public footpath.’
47
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes

(1)
Minute 33 (2): Cycling in the Broads
The Head Countryside Ranger confirmed that he had forwarded Liz Brooks’s concerns to Active Travel’s steering group verbally and would confirm this communication in writing.

(2)
Minute 36: GNDP: Sustrans and Connect 2 Cycle Route

The Forum was updated on the progress of the Sustrans and Connect 2 Cycle Route project by the Head Countryside Ranger, who tabled an extract from the minutes of the first Connect 2 Steering Group meeting for information.  Ray Walpole and Peter Medhurst requested that a copy of the full minutes of the meeting be forwarded to them.

The progress of the project was discussed.  There were concerns that the very high costs being talked about might stop the project going forward and the Forum was keen to see if alternative ideas could be pursued.  Whilst the Forum recognised the need to ensure Whitlingham Country Park was properly resourced to deal with increased visitors they still saw the project as being important. 
The Forum requested that a letter of support be sent to the Broads Authority’s Chief Executive and Norfolk County Council’s Environment Manager (Partnership & Policy) requesting that the Authority undertakes to progress this project if it is possible to do so.  The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management was asked to keep the Forum informed of progress.
(3)
Minute 43: Any Other Business – Roy Kemp
Keith Bacon reported that Roy Kemp, who had produced the staithes register for the Broads Authority, had recently passed away.  The Forum requested that Mr Bacon write to Mr Kemp’s family on behalf of members expressing their sympathy and noting his considerable contribution to the Broads.
(4)
Minute 43: Any Other Business – Broads Forum

Keith Bacon confirmed that he now has a seat on the Broads Forum representing land-based recreation interest groups.
48
Climate Change: How the Long-Term Vision May Relate to the Interests of the Broads Local Access Forum
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management gave a presentation to the Forum on how the long-term vision for climate change may relate to the interests of the Forum, which members requested copies of.
The Forum suggested that it highlight the fact that even though it might not be possible to access all the footpaths in the Broads all year round, the Broads is still a unique place to visit.  Ways of accessing the area other than by car should also be highlighted.
Using the river system to transport recycled paper, refuse and sewage to main collection points was discussed.  
49
Review of Strategic and National Routes (Natural England)


The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger updating members on a review of strategic recreational routes and National Trails initiated by Natural England.

The Head Countryside Ranger informed the Forum that there are approximately 600 designated recreational routes in the country, consisting mainly of public footpaths and long distance trails.  Bridleways only comprise a small proportion of the total trail length.  Fifty percent of footpaths in the Broads are designated as strategic recreational routes.
In response to the review consultation the Broads Authority has put forward the Angles Way, the Weavers Way and the Wherryman’s Way as strategic recreational routes, which are within or pass through the Broads.  


RESOLVED


that the report be noted and that an update on this item be brought to a future meeting.
50
Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: Update on Access Enhancements
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator updated the Forum on the main enhancement schemes linked to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project that are currently being worked on by the Broads Authority and BESL officers. 

Planning permission has be granted for the enhancement schemes at both Carlton Marshes and Geldeston Locks and external funding applications are to be produced with the assistance of the Broads Authority’s new External Funding Officer.  It is hoped that both schemes with be completed this year.

Planning permission has also been granted for the scheme being undertaken by BESL to install fishing platforms near the Beauchamp Arms.  
The scheme to improve access for anglers at Cold Harbour Farm is ongoing.
BESL has submitted a planning application for flood alleviation works at Clayrack Marshes (Compartment 4).  The Forum’s aspiration was that the application should include a lifting bridge for pedestrian access, consistent with action AT2 of the Broads Rights of Way and Open Access Improvement Plan.  However, currently, the type of bridge applied for is not as envisaged.  The Authority has contacted BESL regarding this issue.  The Authority is meeting on Wednesday 17 September 2008, when a corporate decision on how to proceed with the scheme will be agreed.  If the Authority decides to support a pedestrian bridge BESL will be contacted again.   
Keith Bacon informed the Forum that the Broads Society and Catfield Parish Council intend to object to BESL’s planning application unless the bridge is upgraded to a size appropriate for public use.  
The Forum requested that a letter in support of the Broads Society’s and Catfield Parish Council’s objection to the planning application be sent to the planning authority.
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator agreed to update the Forum on this scheme at the next meeting.

There have been two recent consultations, one regarding Compartment 29 and the other regarding Compartment 30.  With each of these schemes there are opportunities for footpath enhancements.  BESL has indicated that they are happy to work with the Broads Authority to explore these opportunities.  It is hoped that there might also be scope for sourcing external funding to undertake the enhancements.  

Compartment 7 has been refused planning permission regarding the provision of moorings at the Potter Heigham bridges.

Nick Larkin questioned why, where recent flood alleviation works have taken place, the footpaths along the original flood defence banks are no longer being maintained, as this is making it difficult for anglers to access the river.  
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator confirmed that only the new setback banks are being maintained, but due to the fairly good condition of the original flood banks they are being left in situ at present.  Structures through from the new banks to the original banks may be needed to enable anglers to access the river’s edge once the original bank piling has been removed.  Only areas used regularly/traditionally will need to be identified.  How this is to be achieved will need to be addressed.  
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator agreed to forward Mr Larkin’s comments to the Angling Strategy Group.

51
Correspondence Regarding Flood Defence Improvement Works at Martham
The Head Countryside Ranger sought the Forum’s views on the concerns raised by a member of the public regarding the effectiveness of the proposed flood defence improvement works at Martham riverbank as a wheelchair accessible path and the inaccessibility of the current footpath.

Keith Bacon updated the Forum on the current situation at Martham, explaining that the L shaped concrete floodwall is currently used as a footpath when the legal public right of way floods.  BESL’s scheme is to create a wide embankment at the surface of the floodwall.  Local residents would like a footpath established on the crest of the new floodwall, or grass if it is of a good enough standard to use as a footpath, so that the legal public right of way does not need to be used.
Gary Simons reported that he had contacted Norfolk County Council’s solicitor, who had confirmed that it is the obligation of the Highways Authority to maintain footpaths for use, although the obligation only relates to the surface of the path.  
The Head Countryside Ranger stated that obstructions on the floodwall would prevent it being dedicated as a public right of way, but it might be possible to establish it as a permissive path when the legal public right of way floods.

The Broads Projects Co-ordinator agreed to find out if there was scope for a partner funding project for a permissive path.

RESOLVED

(i)
that the correspondence be noted; and
(ii)
that the Forum writes to the Highways Authority, in this case Norfolk County Council, in support of the establishment of a permissive path.
52
English Access Forum

The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger updating members on the progress of the English Access Forum.

It was confirmed that Bob Smith and Liddy Lawrence are the Forum’s local contacts and that they will be invited to the joint meeting.


RESOLVED


that the report be noted.

53
Unrecorded Rights of Way

The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger regarding a new stakeholder working group on unrecorded rights of way, which has been established by Natural England.
It was suggested that the Forum identify a process for communicating with the working group to collate lost ways projects.
Keith Bacon noted that the report did not include any reference to the cut-off date (2026) for registering lost ways.


RESOLVED


that the report be noted.

54
Broads Local Access Forum: Forward Work Plan

The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger which updated members on progress with the forward work programme, including the addition of point 2.vi.  

With regard to point 2.v Alan Duce requested that simple maps be produced for walks, and that the Forum’s strap-line be added to the maps to publicise both the Forum and the walks.  Mr Duce suggested the Forum collaborate with other partner organisations to produce maps.
Ray Walpole requested that cycling be more actively promoted.  Mr Walpole noted that to the best of his knowledge literature publicising activities available at Whitlingham Country Park states that cycle hire is available, although this is not the case at present.  Mr Walpole stated that Loddon Parish Council wishes to increase tourism and would like to offer cycle hire to visitors to the area.

RESOLVED

(i)
that the progress reported in respect of the forward work plan of the Forum be noted; 
(ii)
that Mr Walpole’s comments regarding cycling be forwarded to the Loddon Parish Council Clerk and the Broads Authority’s Head of Recreation and Tourism Development.
55
Annual Report of the Local Access Forum
The Forum considered the draft annual report which would be considered by the Broads Authority at its meeting in September.  The report set out the key matters considered by the Broads Local Access Forum during the last year relating to the development and improvement of public access to land and water for open-air recreation and enjoyment.  The report also contained other information suggested in the Government’s recent guidance.


RESOLVED

to approve the draft report for submission to the next meeting of the Broads Authority subject to the inclusion, to point 6, of further detail on members’ involvement in BFAP schemes over the past year.
56
Joint Meeting with Norfolk and Suffolk LAFs
The Head Countryside Ranger updated the Forum on the progress of the joint meeting, which is being organised in conjunction with The Access Company.
The meeting will take place on Tuesday 11 November 2008 at Thornham Field Centre, near Eye, commencing at 9.45 a.m. and finishing at 4.00 p.m.
The Forum requested that ways to communicate with the English Access Forum be discussed at the meeting.

During the next few weeks a letter regarding the Forum’s expression of interest for attendance on the day will be circulated.  The programme will be forwarded to members in due course.  
57
Angles Way Project Update
The Countryside Access Development Manager, Suffolk County Council, updated the Forum on the progress of the Angles Way Project, by firstly tabling a copy of the logo, which has been produced by White Space Design (an Ipswich based company), for the Angles Way Project, and secondly by confirming that White Space Design has been contracted to produce a thirty to forty page A5 booklet for the Project, which will contain mainly visual information rather than pages of text.  

The booklet will be divided into eight sections, one per section of the walk.  Maps for each section of the walk will be set out on double page spreads.

Malcolm Farrow, Suffolk Coast and Heaths Project, has been contracted to identify locations for images that visualise the booklets walks.  Trevor Haywood has been contracted to collate and produce the information for the walks.

It is hoped that A4 leaflets will be produced based on the eight sections of the booklet.
White Space Design is due to complete the draft booklet by the end of the year for distribution before Easter 2009.

The Discover Suffolk Project’s website is currently being revamped and will be re-launched by the end of the year.  It will include information on walking, cycling and horse riding, as well as links to other organisations’ websites.
58
Any other business

The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he will be meeting with Norfolk County Council’s Rights of Way Officer shortly regarding access issues at Cobham and hopes that progress will be made over the next few months.  
George Saunders reported that Norfolk County Council’s guide to the Angles Way relating to Cobham states that there is wheelchair access, and this is incorrect.  

The Head Countryside Ranger tabled an information note regarding coastal access for the Forum’s information.
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management updated the Forum on Direct Elections, stating that the closing date for Defra’s consultation is Sunday 30 November 2008 and that it is available on their website.

The Forum requested that a progress report on the Oulton Broad free quay and dredging project be brought to the next meeting.
59
Date of next meeting

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday 10 December 2008, venue to be confirmed.
The meeting concluded at 5.15 p.m.
Chairman
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